Highland Environment Forum newsletter 


30 January 2023
Dear Highland Environment Forum members,
It's a bumper edition of the newsletter this week. I'm always amazed at how much interesting Highland-related environmental news and action there is for each newsletter. It certainly helps to keep me positive - and hopefully provides something of interest for all of you!
News
· Lorna Slater, Minister for Green Skills, Circular Economy and Biodiversity statement on Scotland’s Biodiversity Strategy followed by questions from MSPs. Video
· Councils will need green specialists to meet government ambitions Scottish Environment Link
· Forest Research Launches New Online Climate Change Resource 

· New (in England) farm subsidies regime could be great for nature – if properly funded 

· Almost 100 new Scottish sites identified to safeguard trees from climate change
Blogs
· Soil Association AECS funding and organic farming support 

· UK CEH Sustainable and viable? Assessing a pasture fed livestock system 

· UK CEH More effective protected areas needed to halt biodiversity loss 

· Offshore wind farm construction is noisy – but gadgets used to protect marine mammals are working, University of Aberdeen
Citizen Science
· Buglife Scotland Hunt for the Northern February Red 

· Public citizen science effort creates snapshot of squirrel distribution across Scotland
Research
· Progress report for Future Woodlands Scotland co-funded project: Improving outcomes in montane woodland restoration, Sarah Watts, University of Stirling 
· The population genetics of a woodland specialist species, the Shining Guest Ant, University of York, Future Woodlands Scotland co-funded project:
· Tadpoles as biomonitoring tools to assess Endocrine Disruption in Polluted Ponds, Catherine Whatley, University of West of Scotland. Supported by MASTS grant
· Evidence of potential establishment of pink salmon Oncorhynchus gorbuscha in Scotland
Funding
· Grants that have been awarded by Future Woodlands Scotland
Volunteer
· 11 Feb 13.00 - 16.00 High Life Highland ranger Dingwall Community Clear Up 

· Scottish Wildlife Trust Volunteer Ranger Assistants - Eigg. Closing date 10 Feb 

· Scottish Wildlife Trust Handa Long Term Volunteers (assistant -ranger, skua monitoring, seabird monitoring)
· Scottish Wildlife Trust North Reserves Volunteer Assistant
· Litter picking for APRS to gather litter data, pre and post the Deposit Return launch on 16th August 2023 contact Joanna on education@aprs.scot to take part.
Opportunity
· Successful NatureScot river restoration scheme for graduates returns
Jobs
Highland Good Food Partnership Free-lance/self employed community growing coordinator,
· Trees for Life, Fundraising and Marketing Officer. Closing date 5 February 

· Forestry and Land Scotland Ecologist. Closing date 5 Feb. Closing date 5 Feb 

· Forestry and Land Scotland Renewables Ecology Advisor Closing date 5 Feb
· Trees for Life Red Squirrel Reintroduction Manager. 1-year contract. Closing date 5 Feb 

· RSPB Senior Project Manager – Nature Positive Biodiversity Gain in Scotland, 12-month contract to Closing date 5 February 

· RSPB Loch Garten Centre Assistant. Contract Mar to Sept. Closing date 5 February 

· NatureScot Freshwater and Wetland Ecology Adviser. Closing date 06 February 

· Findhorn, Nairn and Lossie Rivers Trust  Findhorn Watershed Initiative Project Officer. Contract to 31st March 2024, extension subject to funding. Closing date 8 February
· RSPB Wildlife Fundraiser x2 - RSPB Loch Garten. Contract Mar to Sept. Closing date 12 February 

· RSPB Senior Conservation Scientist. Flexible in the UK. Closing date 13 February 

· NatureScot  Wetland Ecology Adviser. Closing date 14 February 

· Kyle of Sutherland Fisheries Senior Biologist/Deputy Director Vacancy. Closing date 17 Feb
· NatureScot Species on the Edge People Engagement Officer. 4-year contract. Closing date 20 Feb 

· RSPB Scotland Head of Marine Policy. Closing date 26 Feb
Events
January
· 31 Jan @ 19.00 - 21.00 High Nature Value Farmland- the key to a nature-rich future in Scotland? online

February
· 1 Feb @ 19.25 - 21.00 Scottish WIldlife Trust north group Peatlands - what have they ever done for us? online 

· 2 Feb  @ 14,.00 and 19.00 Highlands and Islands Climate Hub Climate Adaptation 

· 2 Feb 10.30 - 12.30 High Life Highland ranger guided walk along Balnakeil beach and dunes 

· 9 Feb 10.00 - 14.00 Black Isle Brewery Fruit Tree pruning workshop 

· 20 Feb 15.00 - 16.30 SCCAN Networking & Skillshare meetup: Talking About Stories with Impact! online 

· 21 Feb  @ 11.00 - 14.00 Highland Ranger Guided walk to the Bone Caves, Inchnadamph

· 22 Feb @ 12.30 - 14.00 Soil Association Reducing Inputs: Integrated Pest Management (Webinar)

February and March - Bushcraft skills (Inverness) with Nature4Health and Nature walks from Nairn
March
· 9 March, 10 - 14.00 Black Isle Brewery Planning your Vegetable Garden 

· 11 and 12 March 09.30 - 16.00 Black Isle Brewery Dry-stone dyking with Brian Wilson 

· 13 March 2023: Nature Restoration Jobs and Skills Conference - What skills do we need to deliver nature-based solutions to the climate emergency?   Booking details TBC 

· 22 March @ 13.30 - 15.30 High Life Highland Ranger Lichen Safari at Ledmore and Migdale 

With regards,
Caroline 

Caroline Vawdrey    (1.5 days per week)   T. 01381 600243
The Forum is funded by Highland Council and Scottish Forestry, and supported by NatureScot, and was established to provide an arena for discussion, networking and action on environmental subjects. 

To do this the Forum works to:
· Foster and coordinate activity on environmental matters
· Take forward relevant actions identified in the Highland Outcome Improvement Plan and be a valuable source of practical advice
· Identify, and respond to, emerging environmental agendas
· Provide a link between local groups and national strategies, action plans and reporting
· Raise awareness and promote good practice on environmental issues
We hold two full Forum meetings a year,  and facilitate field meetings and discussion groups.
www.highlandenvironmentforum.info
www.facebook.com/highlandenvironmentforum
twitter.com/HiEnvironment
www.instagram.com/highlandenvironmentforum
